
 

 

 

Parent Newsletter – 21st September 
2026 

Headteacher's message 

September is already well underway, and it has been wonderful to see the children 
settling back into school life so positively. One of the greatest joys has been watching 
them explore and make the most of our school grounds. Whether they are building dens, 
digging, or developing their balance and coordination on our new scooters and wobble 
boards, the children have been fully embracing the opportunities for outdoor learning and 
natural play. 

This week, we welcomed a representative from Learning Through Landscapes, who spent 
time reviewing our grounds and helping us consider ways to develop them 
even further in the future. She spoke with both staff and children and was 
truly blown away by their ideas, enthusiasm and thoughtful reflections. 
She was also incredibly impressed by how much we already utilise our 
outdoor spaces and the value we place on encouraging exploration, 
creativity and natural play. 

We are very proud of the way our children engage with the environment around them and 
of the opportunities our grounds provide for learning, discovery and wellbeing. We look 
forward to sharing our exciting plans for further developments with you in the coming 
months. 



 

 

Construction Update 

It has been a real pleasure to see the progress being made during this final stage of the 
construction project. The transformation is becoming more visible each week, and we 
have enjoyed being able to watch the development take shape. This week we have 
noticed that all the external windows have been fitted, the thermal insulated wall panels 
have been fitted and the spaces are now having the ventilation, lighting and ceilings 
fitted. 

It is exciting to see so many of the key elements coming together and to get a glimpse of 
what the finished building will look like. We are waiting on the cedar installs to be fitted 
above the door openings and the wall to be rendered and then a lot of the external work 
will have been completed.  

Most impressively, the project remains on track, which is a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of everyone involved. Thank you for adapting to our amended pathways 
and bearing with us during this time. Not long to go now! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Walk 

Last week, Miss Gregor completed a learning walk across the 
whole school based on learning behaviours. She was buzzing 
with excitement and joy at what she saw. Every single class 
was calm and engaged; there was a range of practical learning, 
oracy tasks and peer work happening in each class; the new 
Year R classes were loving the outside area and building great 
relationships with each other as well.  

A huge thank you and well done to all of our children and staff for a fabulous start to the 
new academic year.  



 

 

School Library Challenge 

 

We are delighted to hear that 56 children completed the School Library Challenge this 
summer. We hope they found lots of new and exciting reads and are proud of their name 
being displayed on the wall of completers. 

 

Governor News 

We are looking for enthusiastic individuals to join our Governing Board as co-opted 
governors. This voluntary role offers a rewarding opportunity to support the school, 
contribute to strategic decision-making, and help ensure the best possible outcomes for 
our children. 

They do not need previous governance experience, just a commitment to education, a 
willingness to work as part of a team, and the desire to make a positive difference. 
Training and support will be provided. 

If you know anyone who isn’t a parent but interested in finding out more, please ask them 
to contact the school office. 

 

Grounds Day 

Come along to our Grounds Day and help us smarten up our 
outdoor spaces and make them even more exciting and 
engaging for our children. Whether you can spare an hour or 
the whole morning, your support would be greatly 
appreciated.  



 

 

FOBs will be providing bacon sandwiches to keep everyone fuelled, and we would be 
grateful if you could bring along any gardening tools or equipment that may be useful. We 
will be looking at painting the sheds, general maintenance and tidying up, coppicing a 

few trees where needed, clearing the area around the Castle 
so that it is safe to play again and other maintenance jobs.  

Together, we can create an even better environment for our 
children to learn, play and explore.  

We look forward to seeing you there! Sunday 18th October 
9:30-12:00pm.  

 

Breakfast Club 

We would like to kindly remind parents and carers to 
book Breakfast Club in advance. Recently, we have seen 
an increase in children arriving without a prior booking. 

While we understand that emergencies and last-minute 
changes can arise, and we will always do our best to 
accommodate these situations, advance bookings are 
necessary. Knowing numbers ahead of time allows us to 
plan staffing ratios appropriately, ensure we have sufficient food options available, and 
provide the best possible experience for all children attending. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation in helping us to keep Breakfast Club running 
smoothly and safely for everyone. 

 

Parking around the school site 

We have already received multiple complaints from local residents and parents about 
unsafe and inconsiderate parking around school at drop-off and pick-up times. Sadly, 
this is an issue we experienced last year too, and we are only three weeks into the new 
school year. 

Parking on yellow lines, school keep-clear zig-zag markings, pavements, corners or 
anywhere that restricts visibility can create serious risks for our children. It can block 
sightlines, force pedestrians into the road and make it difficult for residents, pedestrians 
and other road users to move around safely. Some forms of this parking are also illegal. 



 

 

This is not simply about inconvenience or congestion. Our children are vulnerable road 
users, and unsafe parking around school can put them in danger. Hampshire County 
Council’s road safety data recorded 199 road casualties aged 0–15 in Hampshire in 2022. 

Of these, 83 were primary-school-aged children (5–11 years old). (My Journey Hampshire⁠) 

We want to do everything we can as a school community to make the roads and 
pavements around our school as safe as possible. 

Our Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSOs) will therefore be 
carrying out patrols around the school at drop-off and pick-
up times. They will be looking out for unsafe parking and, 
where appropriate, leaving polite reminders on vehicles 
asking drivers to consider the impact of where they have 
parked. 

We completely understand that school drop-off and pick-up 
can be busy, but being in a hurry should never mean putting 
children, pedestrians or any member of the community at 
risk. Please take a moment to park legally, safely and 
considerately, even if that means parking a little further away 
and walking the remaining distance. 

We would also like to say a huge thank you to all the parents and carers who already park 
thoughtfully, keep pavements and junctions clear, follow the road markings and choose 
to walk, cycle, scoot or use other forms of transport where possible. Your choices really 
do make a difference to the safety of our children and the wider community. 

Please support our JRSOs in their mission to make our school streets safer, calmer and 
more considerate for everyone. 

  

 

As a school, we should trust that our families can, and will, park considerately. We hold 
no jurisdiction on the roads and therefore cannot enforce parking restrictions, however, 
we will direct any concerns to the ‘Report Hampshire parking contraventions’ website 
and encourage people to pass on their concerns to those who can enforce penalty fines. 

Report a parking contravention | Transport and roads | Hampshire County Council 

https://myjourneyhampshire.com/media/4837/hcc-road-safety-transition-newsletter-2024.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/parking/parking-contravention


 

 

Harvest 

Year 3 and 4 will be attending the Church on Friday 23rd October as part 
of our annual Harvest celebration. As always, we ask if anyone has any 
harvest donations of non-perishable foods to create our Harvest 
donation boxes for The Carlings and the Alton Food Bank, please bring 
them into school during the week of 19th October.  

These donations make a positive contribution to our local community 
are very warmly received by all.  

 

Join Our Team 

We are currently looking to recruit enthusiastic and committed individuals to join our 
school team in a variety of roles. Vacancies are available for: 

• Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) 

• Administrative Support Staff 

• Breakfast Club Staff 

• Temporary Caretaking Support 

If you enjoy working as part of a friendly, dedicated team and would like to make a positive 
difference to the lives of our children, we would love to hear from you. 

For more information about any of these opportunities, please speak to a member of our 
school office team or visit the Hampshire Education Jobs website to view full details and 
application information. 

We look forward to welcoming new members to our school community. 

 

House Captains 

Our Year 6 pupils have really excelled this week and put themselves out there by 
presenting to the whole school. We asked those who wanted to be put forward to 
represent their house team to share why they felt they would make a great captain. We 
listened with pride and awe and are so grateful for everyone who put themselves forward. 
The whole school listened intently and then voted for their captains. This year our House 
Captain are: 

Amery:  Prilly and Eddie 



 

 

Ackendar:    Neel and Matthew 

Bushy Leaze:  Sammy and Pheobe 

Chawton:  Eleanor and Oliver 

Congratulations to the eight of you and commiserations to everyone who didn’t get voted 
in this time. Thank you to everyone for their hard work and determination.  

Headteacher Awards 

Logan L Sienna K Edward B Gabriel B George P
 Amelia G Rachel N Henry S Henry R Emily D
 Orla-Mae T Amelie H Jacob C Scarlett J Abby C
 John-Henry S Jacob G Zyan I  Nellie P Ethan B Zahra B
 Luna K-M Farley P Zunaira F Lucas T Ethan H Nia A 

INSET Days 

The INSET days for this academic year are as follows: 

2nd November 2026 (Staff training with Hampshire advisors on Writing) 

4th December 2026 (Staff training with Pupil Progress Meetings as a focus) 

5th July 2027 (Staff development day on Transititons and the new year) 

  

Dates for the Diary 

7th - 9th Oct - Year 5 to New Barn 

14th Oct - Individual School Photos  

15th Oct - Parents Evening 3:40 - 5:30pm 

20th Oct - Parents Evening 3:40 - 7pm 

22nd Oct - Year 5 Bing Sing @ Eggars 

23rd Oct - Year 3 and 4 Harvest Festival at the Church 

26th - 30th Oct - HALF TERM 

2nd Nov - INSET DAY - Writing focus 

4th Nov - 6th November - Year 6 Bikeability 

6th Nov - Year 5 Class Assembly 



 

 

10th Nov - New to Year R tours 

13th November - Wolf Class Assembly 

16th - 20th Nov Anti-Bullying Week / Assessment week 

18th Nov New to Year R tours 

20th Nov - Eagle Class Assembly 

26th Nov - New to Year R Tours 

4th Dec - INSET DAY - Pupil Progress Meetings 

5th Dec (Saturday) New to Year R Stay and Play event  

8th Dec - Year R Nativity to Parents  

9th Dec - Year R Nativity to Parents  

10th Dec - Christmas Jumper and Christmas Lunch Day 

11th Dec - Year 2 Class Assembly 

18th Dec - Carols Around the Tree @2pm 

19th Dec 3rd Jan - Christmas Holidays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Applications for Primary School September 2027 
 



 

 

 


